Estimation of the number of patients who might be suitable for cochlear implant and similar procedures.
Data have been drawn from four sources to estimate the number of profoundly, bilaterally hearing impaired in Britain who might benefit from a rehabilitational programme which would include cochlear implants and other specialised aids. The sources were: the IHR National Study of Hearing; a total ascertainment survey of General Practitioners, ENT Consultants, Health Visitors etc. in the Wessex Health Region, which requested basic data on their profoundly, bilaterally hearing impaired patients; more detailed questionnaire data obtained directly from a subset of the patients identified in the ascertainment study; and the experience of various cochlear implant centres. Criteria are proposed to select candidates suitable for the initial research and development work on implant devices and to select those who might later be suitable for a routine clinical service with an established technique. Estimates of the corresponding numbers are given. Guidelines for identifying those who might benefit from acoustical aids are offered.